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(NOTAL) 

1. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED NOTE PROM POREIGN MINISTRY REQUESTING 
THAT PORMERLY APPROVED VISIT OP USS SEMMES TO DOHA BE POSTPONED 
AND THAT WE RESUBMIT REQUEST POR LATER VISIT. NOTE EXPLAINS 
THAT ALL CONCERNED GOQ OPFICIALS WILL BE PULLY OCCUPIED WITH 
ACTIVITIES RELATED TO GULP GAMES AND, THEREPORE, APR 10-12 
TIMING NOT CONVENIENT. 

2. WHEN WE FIXED APR 10-12 DATES POR SEMMES' VISIT WITH SHAYKH 
HAMAD BIN KHALIFA, COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF QATARI ARMED FORCES, 
TIMING OF GULF GAMES TAKEN PULLY INTO CONSIDERATION. WE 
ORIGINALLY INPORMED THAT GAMES WOULD TERMINATE ON APR 7. 

SINCE OUR CONVERSATION WITH SHAYKH HAMAD, GOQ HAS FORMALLY 
NOTIFIED ALL DIPLOMATPA MISSIONS THAT IT CANNOT HOST VISITING 
DELEGATIONS OR OTHER GUESTS UNTIL ALTER APR 15 BECAUSE OP THE 
GAMES UNLESS SUCH VISITS PREVIOUSLY SCHEDULED AND PORMALLY 
APPROVED. 
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3. SHAYKH HAMAD IS OUT OF COUNTRY AND WILL NOT RETURN FOR ANOTHER 
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WEEK. WE CANNOT DETERMINE WHETHER HE APPROVED FOREIGN MINISTRY'S 
REQUEST EOR POSTPONEMENT OF SEMMES' VISIT, AND WE WILL TAKE 
MATTER UP WITH HIM AS SOON AS HE RETURNS TO DOHA, AND ASK 
THAT APR 10-12 DATES BE RECONFIRMED. HOWEVER, SHOULD HAMAD 
CONFIRM REQUEST FOR POSTPONEMENT, WE SHOULD BE PREPARED WITH 
ALTERNATE DATES. SOME TIME DURING EIRST TWO WEEKS IN MAY WOULD 
BE MOST CONVENIENT FOR US. 

4. PLEASE ADVISE. 

PAGANELLI 
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